Educational Resources: Lesson Plan 4
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Muslim Woking today
In this session(s) the factors that led to the arrival and growth of the Muslim community now using and residing in the vicinity of the Shah Jahan mosque will be introduced to learners.

Aims and objectives

1. Learners will understand the different reasons communities move from one  geographic location to another

2. Learners will be able to identify some of the key reasons Muslims moved to Woking

3. Learners will be able to discuss the lives of some of these Muslims
Starter

Look into your own family tree – what kind of ethnic or regional backgrounds are present there, and where do they originate from geographically?
	Encourage exploring factors that cause humans to move, i.e. migrate – highlight that ‘migration’ can be regional as well as international, thus everyone in the room is potentially a ‘migrant’ of some sort.


Phase 1
Activity: Using resources provide, research the demographic makeup of Woking and present findings in small presentation.

In small groups present findings
Discussion: ‘Why are all these different people here?’
Introduce the idea of mass migration and the key factors behind them. These could be:

- Economic needs and shortages; jobs...

- Safety; refugees, persecution, war...

-Post colonialism; ‘here because we were there?’

- Family; to join other members of same family

- Borderless access; EU

Phase 2

Show clips of oral history interviews with the local community from the Everyday Muslim website and discuss the different reasons for moving to Woking
Discussion: How do their reasons compare to earlier list; ‘any similarities or differences between each migration narrative?’
Now handout copies of ‘Woking Wanderer; a tale of conversion’ from the 2018 Islamic Review. Ask students to read alone – or read collectively as a group. 
Plenary

Learners are encouraged to consider the non-migrant Muslim community in Woking and Britain generally, and to identify parallels with Khalil’s conversion story and that of some early British converts linked to Woking
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