Educational Resources: Lesson Plan 3
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The key Muslim spaces in Woking
In this session(s) the key spaces in the founding and establishment of the Muslim community in Woking will be introduced to learners and how they came about.

Aims and objectives

1. Learners will be able to identify the key ‘Muslim’ spaces in Woking
2. Learners will be able to explain the background that led to the founding of each space.
3. Learners will be able to imagine the lives of the users of the spaces

Starter

Create a brainstorm of the various religious spaces you know
	Prompt with different religion-specific spaces


Phase 1
Now filter this to spaces specific to Muslims and Islam
Introduce the four key spaces using pictures and key facts but not dates:

- The Muhammadan Cemetery (Brookwood)


- The Shah Jahan Mosque


- The Woking Muslim War Cemetery


- Sir Salar Jung Memorial Hall

Now provide learners with a list of years but do not link to the spaces.
Can you match the year to the completion or founding of each space?
Phase 2

Activity: Drawing upon what learners know about this period of British history (war/colonialism/demographic/tolerance), they are to choose one of the following individuals to write a diary entry for a typical day in their lives:
· Englishwoman who has converted to Islam and uses the Shah Jahan Mosque
· Muslim soldier from Sylhet, Bangladesh who was buried in the military cemetery
· Muslim student who came to study in London and was buried in civilian cemetery
· The Imam who lived in the space on the first floor of the Sir Salar Jung Memorial Hall
Guidance should encourage learners to include detailed descriptions of places, complex feelings towards religion, country, family as well as the day to day mundane aspects of their lives. 
Plenary

Learners are encouraged to read out their entry in ‘role’ – audience to suggest how the author of the diary might spend their leisure times, i.e. do things for fun at the weekends.
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