Educational Resources: Lesson Plan 2
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The pioneers of Islam in Britain - Woking
In this session(s) the key players in the founding and establishment of the Shah Jahan mosque and early Muslim community will be introduced to learners and the relationships they had.

Aims and objectives

1. Learners will be able to identify the key players in the founding of the Shah Jahan mosque in Woking and its Muslim community
2. Learners will be able to explain the complex relationships that led to the founding of the mosque.
Starter

Show an image of the Shah Jahan Mosque from the mosque’s official website
Learners to discuss the architectural style of the mosque
	Prompt with questions like ‘why this style?’ and ‘where does it look like it belongs?’


Phase 1
Learners are given the brief biographies of four key personalities in the founding of the mosque (Resource 2)
How do you think these people might be interconnected?

What role do you think each one played in the founding of the Shah Jahan Mosque?

Ask learners to get into groups of four and develop a ‘seven degrees of separation diagram’ linking each personality to one another with the mosque at the centre 
Allow learners to present their findings – unveil actual relations – which group was the closest and why?
Phase 2

Using research links for the internet, explore the social and religious background of each individual in greater detail
Activity: Learners to research the following for each personality:

· Their faith including any sectarian differences

· Their social class and standing 

· How wealthy they might have been

· Their family and background 
Each learner from group to pick one personality, and feedback on that individual, to instigate a discussion on interfaith, religious pluralism, social elitism, and similar relevant topics 
Plenary

Individuals to answer the question, ‘could this kind of interaction take place today?’ – Consideration to be given to the potential challenges and obstacles.
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