Educational Resources: Lesson Plan 1
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An Introduction to Islam in Britain
In this session(s) the idea of Islamic communities in Britain will be introduced to learners through the key spaces and publications belonging to the early British Muslim communities.

Aims and objectives

1. Learners will be able to identify the key cities in the birth of Islam and the Muslim community in Britain

2. Learners will be able to explain the complex reasons that religious communities can emerge in a place

3. Learners will be able to explain the differences and similarities between the two main mosques and their beginnings

Starter

Learners to contemplate the following questions:
Where in the country is Woking?

Where in the country is Liverpool?

What English county is Woking in?

What English county is Liverpool in?

	Discussion: In pairs – extend with ‘why Woking/Liverpool?’ and ‘what made these cities significant?’


Phase 1
Learners to watch video by Pathe and answer following questions – encourage a discussion about ‘difference’, ‘new’ and ‘other’ compared to what is expected of contemporary British society.
Where do you think this is?

Who are these people?

Why are they here?

Where did they come from?

What are they doing?

Explain this is an Islamic ceremony at the Shah Jahan mosque in Woking, Britain’s first purpose built mosque (1889). Provide year of the footage. Present a brief background of the mosque and how it began life as part of a wider vision for a higher education institute imagined by Jewish-Hungarian scholar Gottlieb Leitner.  Introduce Abdullah Quilliam and his mosque in Liverpool, Britain’s first mosque (1887).

Ask students to develop a table with two columns
What are the key differences and parallels between the two projects?

E.g. both were mosques, one was founded by a Muslim the other by a non-Muslim, one was opened to serve the Muslim community and the other was part of a greater vision for academic study.

Phase 2

Present the front covers of The Islamic Review (Resource 1)

Learners should be given some context and then ask to notice the details, information, issues etc of each cover and can also be directed to the magazine archives website to explore articles.
Activity: Learners should develop their own historic Islamic Review cover and decide on the year (should be within the time frame of covers presented), the kind of issues they would headline and the images they would choose to put on there.  They should carefully in consider and imagine:

· The socio-historical context

· The audience
· The relevant topics of that day

Plenary

Individuals to present their covers with audience asking questions about the issues on the covers and their design.
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